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REMARKS 

Claims 1-6, and 8 have been cancelled. Claims 7, 9 and 10 have been amended. Claims 
7, and 9-1 1 are now pending in this application. The specification has been amended to correct a 
clerical error. Further support for the amendments is found in the existing claims and the 
specification as discussed below. Accordingly, the amendments do not constitute the addition of 
new matter. Applicant respectfully requests the entry of the amendments and reconsideration of 
the application in view of the amendments and the following remarks. 
Priority 

Applicants submit herewith as Attachment A a copy of PCT/IB/304, indicating that the 
priority document was transmitted by the International Bureau. Acknowledgement that 
Applicants' claim to priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) has been perfected is respectfully 
requested. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. S 112, second paragraph 

Claims 3-6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The rejection of claims 3-6 is moot in view of Applicants' cancellation of those claims. 

The rejection to claim 9 has been addressed by replacement of "alleviating" with 
''reducing". It is respectfully submitted that the term "reducing" more clearly describes the effect 
of the claimed method. Support is found in the specification, see particularly Example 2. 

The rejection of claim 7 is addressed by amendment. 

In view of Applicants' amendments, reconsideration and withdrawal of the above ground 
of rejection is respectfully requested. 
Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph 

Claims 7-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph as containing subject 
matter which is not described in the specification in such a way so as to enable one skilled in the 
art to which it pertains to make and/or use the invention. 

In response to this ground of rejection, claim 7 has been amended and is now directed to 
methylophiopogonanone B and/or a salt thereof Support is found in cancelled claim 8. 
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The effect of the presently claimed invention, directed to a method for inhibiting 
elongation of melanocytic dendrites utilizing methylophiopogonanone B is shown in Example 1 
of the present specification. Treatment of human melanocytes in vitro with compositions 
comprising Compound 1 (methylophiopogonanone B) inhibits dendrite elongation. The 
whitening effect which is the result of the action of inhibiting elongation of melanocytic 
dendrites is shown in Examples 2-4. Example 2 shows alleviation of dark complexion by 
treatment with a cosmetic that includes Compound 1, compared to a control in which squalene 
was substituted for Compound 1 . Examples 3 and 4 show similar results. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the claims as amended are completely enabled. 

In view of Applicants' amendments and arguments, reconsideration and withdrawal of 
the above ground of rejection is respectfully requested. 
Rejection under 35 U.S,C. S 102(b) 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 based upon several prior art references. 
However, these grounds of rejection are moot in view of Applicants' cancellation of claims 1-2. 
CONCLUSION 

In view of Applicants' amendments to the claims and the foregoing Remarks, it is 
respectfully submitted that the present application is in condition for allowance. Should the 
Examiner have any remaining concems which might prevent the prompt allowance of the 
application, the Examiner is respectfully invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone 
number appearing below. 
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Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or 
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410. 
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